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§2500.102 Purpose.

(a) The purpose of the OASDFR Pro-
gram is to make competitive awards to
provide outreach and technical assist-
ance to encourage and assist socially
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers in:

(1) Owning and operating farms,
ranches and non-industrial forest
lands; and

(2) In participating equitably in the
full range of agricultural programs of-
fered by the Department.

(b) The OASDFR Program awards
shall be used exclusively to:

(1) Enhance coordination of the out-
reach, technical assistance, and edu-
cation efforts authorized under agri-
culture programs;

(2) Assist in reaching current and
prospective socially disadvantaged
farmers, ranchers or forest landowners
in a linguistically appropriate manner;
and

(3) Improve the participation of those
farmers and ranchers in agricultural
programs.

§2500.103 Definitions.

The definitions provided in subpart A
apply to this subpart. In addition, the
definitions that apply specifically to
the OASDFR Program under this sub-
part include:

Agriculture programs means those pro-
grams administered within the Depart-
ment, by agencies including but not
limited to: Forest Service (F'S), Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA),
Risk Management Agency (RMA),
Rural Development (RD), Rural Busi-
ness Cooperative Service (RBCS), Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agri-
culture (NIFA), and Agricultural Mar-
keting Service (AMS), and other such
programs as determined by the Depart-
ment on a case-by-case basis either at
the OAO Director’s initiative or in re-
sponse to a written request with sup-
porting explanation for inclusion of a
program. (For further details on spe-
cific programs included under this sub-
part see 7 U.S.C. 2279(e)(3) or the RFP).

Alaska Native means a citizen of the
United States who is a person of one-
fourth or more Alaska Indian, Eskimo,
or Aleut blood, or combination thereof.
(For further specification, see 43 U.S.C
1602(b) or the RFP).
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Alaska Native cooperative colleges
means an eligible post-secondary edu-
cational institution that has an enroll-
ment of undergraduate full-time equiv-
alent students that is at least 20 per-
cent Alaska Native students at the
time of submission of a proposal.

Assistance means providing edu-
cational and technical assistance to so-
cially disadvantaged farmers, ranchers,
and forest landowners in (1) owning and
operating farms, ranches, and non-in-
dustrial forest lands; and (2) in partici-
pating equitably in the full range of ag-
ricultural programs offered by the De-
partment through workshops, site vis-
its and other means of contact in a lin-
guistically appropriate manner.

Farmer, rancher, or forest landowner
means the person who primarily cul-
tivates, operates, or manages a farm,
ranch, or forest for profit, either as
owner or tenant. A farm includes live-
stock, dairy, poultry, fish, fruit, and
truck farms. It also includes planta-
tions, ranches, ranges, and orchards.

Hispanic-serving institution means an
eligible institution of higher education
that has an enrollment of under-
graduate full-time equivalent students
that is at least 25 percent Hispanic stu-
dents at the end of the award year im-
mediately preceding the date of sub-
mission of a proposal (see 20 U.S.C.
1101a(5)).

Indian tribe means any Indian tribe,
band, nation, or other organized group
or community, including any Alaska
Native village or regional or village
corporation as defined in or established
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act (85 Stat. 688) (43 U.S.C.
1601 et seq.), which is recognized as eli-
gible for the special programs and serv-
ices provided by the United States to
Indians because of their status as Indi-
ans. (For further specification, see 25
U.S.C. 450b).

Indian tribal community college means
a post-secondary education institution
which is formally controlled, or has
been officially sanctioned, or char-
tered, by the governing body of an In-
dian tribe or tribes. (See 25 U.S.C.
1801(a)(4)).

Institution of higher education means
an educational institution in any State
that is a public or other nonprofit in-
stitution that is legally authorized and
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